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AUTHOR Q&A 
 

 

10 THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT 
GRETCHEN McNEIL: 

 
1. I was a tomboy until high school.  You couldn’t pay me to wear a 

dress. 
2. Favorite movie: Clue.  Least favorite movie: Titanic. 
3. I am irrationally afraid of spiders and sinking ships.  Please see 

#2. 
4. There is a collection of animal skulls in a curio cabinet in my 

living room. 
5. I’m a rabid San Francisco Giants fan.  
6. My first car was a 1991 raspberry red Dodge Shadow that had 

so few safety features and so many replacement parts my high 
school friends dubbed it "The Stunt Car." 

7. If I had to give up either coffee or wine, I'd probably choose 
DEATH. 

8. My cat is twice the size of my dog. 
9. I got married in a bookstore. 
10. My toenails are always painted. 

 

 
“9. I got married in a bookstore.” 
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FAQs 
 
Where are you from? Where do you live now? 
 
I was born and raised in a suburb just south of San Francisco.  I went to UCLA 
for college, and then after a brief respite in Washington, DC for grad school, I 
returned to Los Angeles and have been here ever since. 
 
How long have you been writing? How did you start writing? 
 
I started writing when I was in my mid-30s after experiencing a personal 
crisis.  Which sounds totally cliché but is 100% true. 
 
What is your writing process? 
 
I’m a half outliner, half pantser, where I start with a firm structure for the 
opening of a book, have a definite idea of where I’m going, but allow myself 
some wiggle room in the middle as I get to know the characters.  When I’m in 
a project, I try to write 1000 words a day, five days a week. 
 
What do you find to be the most difficult part of the writing process? 
 
As an extrovert, I find the isolation of writing to be one of my biggest 
challenges.  But I love to revise, and I’m absolutely at home in front of a 
crowd doing events and promotion. 
 
Where are your books set? Why? 
 
I like to pick places I know: Possess is set in San Francisco, my family’s 
hometown, and Get Even and Get Dirty are set in Menlo Park, not too far from 
where I grew up.  I set 3:59 in the Fort Meade area of Maryland, near where I 
went to graduate school, and my upcoming novels Relic and Manic Pixie 
Dream Girl are also both set in California.  Ten is the only novel I’ve set 
somewhere I’d never been: the San Juan Islands off the coast of Seattle.  And 
that was a plot-driven choice. 
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Are your characters based on real people? 
 
YOU CAN’T PROVE ANYTHING! 
 
Where do the ideas for your books come from? 
 
Everywhere!  Life, non-fiction, music, movies, television, art, science.  You 
never know where an idea will come from. 
 
Who is your favorite author? 
 
Agatha Christie. 
 
When you aren’t writing, what do you like to do for fun? 
 
I love concerts and museums and sporting events.  And cooking.  I cook every 
night.  My husband is a lucky man. 
 
Do you do school visits? 
 

Absolutely! I have a fun, interactive 
PowerPoint presentation detailing my 
road to writing, full of dorky dance 
troupe photos from middle school, clips 
of my cartoon voice over work, book 
trailers, circus music, and inspiration 
sheets for my books.  For more 
information, please visit my website at 
www.gretchenmcneil.com/school-visits 
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Lightning Round!!! 
 

v Favorite Dessert: Tiramisu 
v Favorite Color: Red 
v Cats or Dogs? Dogs 
v If you couldn’t be an author, you’d be… Miss Piggy 
v Favorite Food: Is champagne a food? 
v Coffee or Tea? COFFEE! 

 

 


