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ABOUT THE AUTHOR (short bio) 
 

Gretchen McNeil is the author of the standalone 
YA horror novels POSSESS, TEN (YALSA Top Ten 
Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers a 
Romantic Times Top Pick, a Booklist Top Ten 
Horror Fiction for Youth, a finalist for Washington 
state’s 2015 Evergreen Young Adult Book Award, 
and was nominated for “Best Young Adult 
Contemporary Novel of 2012” by Romantic Times), 
and 3:59, as GET EVEN and GET DIRTY, part of her 
mystery/suspense series Don’t Get Mad, all with 
Balzer + Bray for HarperCollins.  
 
In 2016, Gretchen will publish two novels: RELIC, a 
YA horror novel, with HarperCollins/EpicReads 

Impulse on March 8, 2016, and on October 18, 2016, I’M NOT YOUR MANIC 
PIXIE DREAM GIRL, her first YA contemporary, with Balzer + Bray. Gretchen 
also contributed an essay to the Dear Teen Me anthology from Zest Books.  
 
Gretchen is a former coloratura soprano, the voice of Mary on G4's Code 
Monkeys and she sings with the LA-based circus troupe Cirque Berzerk. She is 
repped by Ginger Clark of Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR (full bio) 
 
Gretchen McNeil is an opera singer, writer and clown. Her YA horror 
POSSESS about a teen exorcist debuted with Balzer + Bray for 
HarperCollins in 2011. Her follow up TEN – YA horror/suspense about ten 
teens trapped on a remote island with a serial killer – was a 2013 YALSA 
Top Ten Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers, a Romantic Times 
Top Pick, a Booklist Top Ten Horror Fiction for Youth, a finalist for 
Washington state’s 2015 Evergreen Young Adult Book Award and Vermont’s 
2014-2015 Green Mountain Book Award, and was nominated for “Best 
Young Adult Contemporary Novel of 2012″ by Romantic Times. In 2013, she 
released 3:59, a sci-fi doppelganger horror about two girls who are the 
same girl in parallel dimensions who decide to switch places. 
 
In 2014, Gretchen debuted her first series, Don’t Get Mad (pitched as “John 
Hughes with a body count”) also with Balzer + Bray. GET EVEN and GET 
DIRTY follow four very different girls who form a secret society where they 
get revenge on bullies and mean girls at their elite prep school.  
 
Gretchen will publish two novels with HarperCollins in 2016: RELIC, a 
horror novel about a group of teens who, while exploring an old mine, 
accidentally unleash a creature who is hunting them down and 
cannibalizing their bodies, releases March 8, 2016; and on October 18, 
2016, I’M MANIC PIXIE DREAM GIRL, a YA contemporary novel about a 
math-minded control freak who loses her boyfriend to the quirky new girl 
in school and sets out to reinvent herself as a classic manic pixie dream 
girl in order to win him back. Gretchen’s novels have been optioned by 
Hollywood production companies, and have sold internationally in Chinese, 
Spanish, and Turkish. 
 
In addition to her novels, Gretchen has contributed an essay to the Dear 
Teen Me anthology from Zest Books. 
 
Gretchen is a former coloratura soprano, the voice of Mary on G4’s Code 
Monkeys and she sings with the LA-based circus troupe Cirque Berzerk. 
She is repped by Ginger Clark of Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
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AUTHOR Q&A 
 

 

10 THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT 
GRETCHEN McNEIL: 

 
1. I was a tomboy until high school.  You couldn’t pay me to wear a 

dress. 
2. Favorite movie: Clue.  Least favorite movie: Titanic. 
3. I am irrationally afraid of spiders and sinking ships.  Please see 

#2. 
4. There is a collection of animal skulls in a curio cabinet in my 

living room. 
5. I’m a rabid San Francisco Giants fan.  
6. My first car was a 1991 raspberry red Dodge Shadow that had 

so few safety features and so many replacement parts my high 
school friends dubbed it "The Stunt Car." 

7. If I had to give up either coffee or wine, I'd probably choose 
DEATH. 

8. My cat is twice the size of my dog. 
9. I got married in a bookstore. 
10. My toenails are always painted. 

 

 
“9. I got married in a bookstore.” 
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FAQs 
 
Where are you from? Where do you live now? 
 
I was born and raised in a suburb just south of San Francisco.  I went to UCLA 
for college, and then after a brief respite in Washington, DC for grad school, I 
returned to Los Angeles and have been here ever since. 
 
How long have you been writing? How did you start writing? 
 
I started writing when I was in my mid-30s after experiencing a personal 
crisis.  Which sounds totally cliché but is 100% true. 
 
What is your writing process? 
 
I’m a half outliner, half pantser, where I start with a firm structure for the 
opening of a book, have a definite idea of where I’m going, but allow myself 
some wiggle room in the middle as I get to know the characters.  When I’m in 
a project, I try to write 1000 words a day, five days a week. 
 
What do you find to be the most difficult part of the writing process? 
 
As an extrovert, I find the isolation of writing to be one of my biggest 
challenges.  But I love to revise, and I’m absolutely at home in front of a 
crowd doing events and promotion. 
 
Where are your books set? Why? 
 
I like to pick places I know: Possess is set in San Francisco, my family’s 
hometown, and Get Even and Get Dirty are set in Menlo Park, not too far from 
where I grew up.  I set 3:59 in the Fort Meade area of Maryland, near where I 
went to graduate school, and my upcoming novels Relic and Manic Pixie 
Dream Girl are also both set in California.  Ten is the only novel I’ve set 
somewhere I’d never been: the San Juan Islands off the coast of Seattle.  And 
that was a plot-driven choice. 
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Are your characters based on real people? 
 
YOU CAN’T PROVE ANYTHING! 
 
Where do the ideas for your books come from? 
 
Everywhere!  Life, non-fiction, music, movies, television, art, science.  You 
never know where an idea will come from. 
 
Who is your favorite author? 
 
Agatha Christie. 
 
When you aren’t writing, what do you like to do for fun? 
 
I love concerts and museums and sporting events.  And cooking.  I cook every 
night.  My husband is a lucky man. 
 
Do you do school visits? 
 

Absolutely! I have a fun, interactive 
PowerPoint presentation detailing my 
road to writing, full of dorky dance 
troupe photos from middle school, clips 
of my cartoon voice over work, book 
trailers, circus music, and inspiration 
sheets for my books.  For more 
information, please visit my website at 
www.gretchenmcneil.com/school-visits 
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Lightning Round!!! 
 

v Favorite Dessert: Tiramisu 
v Favorite Color: Red 
v Cats or Dogs? Dogs 
v If you couldn’t be an author, you’d be… Miss Piggy 
v Favorite Food: Is champagne a food? 
v Coffee or Tea? COFFEE! 
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APPEARANCES & SCHOOL VISITS 
 
I do high school and middle school visits all 
over the country. My multimedia 
presentations focus on my road to 
publication, including my varied 
background as an opera singer, circus 
performer, and cartoon voice over artist, 
my transition to fiction, and my book 
inspirations. 
 
PRESENTATION OPTIONS: 
 
“How Did I Get Here?” – a PowerPoint presentation featuring video clips, 
book trailers, photos, inspiration boards, and nerdy high school photos, 
detailing my journey from performer to opera singer to cartoon voice over 
artist and, eventually, to young adult author. A great mix of humor, 
interaction, and engaging visuals, followed by a question and answer session. 
Grades 6-12. 50 minutes. 
 
“The Road to Publication” – a PowerPoint presentation featuring my road 
to publication, from my first completed novel (which racked up over a 
hundred rejections) to finding my voice in young adult fiction and a 
publishing deal with HarperCollins. A shorter, more streamlined talk focusing 
only on writing and the publishing industry, followed by a question and 
answer session. Grades 6-12. 30 minutes. 
 
PRICING: 
 

v Los Angeles Area: $500/school 
v Orange County/San Diego/Santa Barbara: $600/school + $0.50/mile 

travel reimbursement 
v Everywhere Else: $1250/school, plus travel and hotel, but I offer 

discounts for multiple schools over one or more days 
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Each day, I can to visit up to two schools, with up to two presentations per 
school. I’m happy to do a lunch period with a book signing at no additional 
charge. 
 
In addition, I am happy to work with your school and/or district to come up 
with a visit option that fits your budget! 
 
SKYPE: 
 
I also offer Skype sessions at a discounted rated. Primarily question and 
answers sessions with classrooms, book clubs, and library groups, either 
about a specific book or my body of work, these sessions can be tailored to 
your needs and range in price from $100-$200 for 15 to 45 minutes. 
 
RECENT SCHOOL VISITS: 
 

v North Thurston High School – Lacey, WA 
v River Ridge High School – Lacey, WA 
v Timberline High School – Lacey, WA 
v Olympia High School – Olympia, WA 
v Capital High School – Olympia, WA 
v Tumwater High School – Tumwater, WA 
v Black Hills High School – Tumwater, WA 
v Kamiak High School – Mukilteo, WA 
v Mariner High School – Everett, WA 
v Van Nuys High School – Van Nuys, CA 
v El Rancho Charter Middle School – Anaheim Hills, CA 
v Hyde Park Middle School – Las Vegas, NV 
v El Segundo Middle School – El Segundo, CA 
v Mira Costa High School – Manhattan Beach, CA 
v Torrance High School – Torrance, CA 
v George Washington Carver Middle School – Los Angeles, CA 
v Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez Learning Center – Los Angeles, CA 
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TESTIMONIALS: 
 
Find out what others are saying about Gretchen’s school visits: 
 
“Gretchen McNeil’s books appeal to readers of every level and her school 
presentations do too!  Gretchen has done school visits on my campus for the 
past two years, and they were nothing less than stellar.  Not only is she an 
engaging, dynamic presenter, she also has a wealth of knowledge and stories 
to share with students, who will surely be entertained AND inspired.” – Jessi 
Kirby, Librarian, El Rancho Charter Middle School 
 
“Gretchen was amazing to work with in the planning stages—flexible, 
responsive, and easy to work with. She didn’t disappoint in her presentations 
for students either—she really understands how to work with teengage 
audiences—how to make them laugh, think, and get excited about reading. I 
can’t keep her titles on the shelves, and students are clamoring for more 
every day! I hope to have Gretchen back in the future!” –Sarah Applegate, 
Teacher Librarian, River Ridge High School 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REQUEST AN APPEARANCE: 
 
If you are interested in booking Gretchen for your school, library, or event, 
please fill out the online booking form at www.gretchenmcneil.com/school-visits 
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CONTACT INFO & LINKS 
 
Email: gretchen@gretchenmcneil.com 
Website: www.gretchenmcneil.com 
Publisher: www.harpercollins.com/cr-105697/gretchen-mcneil 
Epic Reads: www.epicreads.com/authors/gretchen-mcneil/338 
 
Agent/Foreign Rights: Ginger Clark, Curtis Brown, Ltd. gc@cbltd.com 
Film/TV Rights: Holly Frederick, Curtis Brown, Ltd. hf@cbltd.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AuthorGretchenMcNeil 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/GretchenMcNeil 
Goodreads: www.goodreads.com/GretchenMcNeil 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/GretchenMcNeil 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/gretchen_mcneil 
YARebels: www.youtube.com/YARebels 
 
PURCHASE BOOKS BY GRETCHEN McNEIL: 
 
HarperCollins: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilHarperCollins 
Amazon: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilAmazon 
Barnes & Noble: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeil_BN 
Kobo: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilKobo 
Google Play: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilGooglePlay 
Apple iBooks: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeiliBooks 
Scribd: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilScribd 
IndieBound: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilIndieBound 
Books-A-Million: http://bit.ly/GretchenMcNeilBAM 
 

For more information about Gretchen McNeil or to schedule an interview, 
please send an email to gretchen@gretchenmcneil.com 


